[Lethal Lyell's syndrome induced by fusidic acid].
Herein, we report the first case of toxic epidermal necrosis due to oral fusidic acid having a fatal outcome. An 82-year-old woman was referred to our dermatology department for generalized bullous skin eruption. Clinical examination showed fever, oral and ocular ulcerations, and epidermal detachment involving more than 70 % of her body surface area together with a positive Nikolsky sign. Lyell's syndrome was diagnosed. Cutaneous histology showed total epidermal necrosis and a normal dermis. Oral fusidic acid had been prescribed 12 days earlier for a chronic sacral pressure sore. No other treatment had been introduced during the previous two months. The outcome was fatal within 24 hours. Fusidic acid is commonly used topically by dermatologists for limited staphylococcal skin infections. Oral treatment is rare and is recommended only for skin, bone or joint infections. This is the first reported case of toxic epidermal necrolysis due to oral fusidic acid. The French national drug safety monitoring register contains only one case in which fusidic acid was a possible culprit. Fusidic acid must be considered a potential source of serious cutaneous adverse reactions, particularly toxic epidermal necrolysis.